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LETTER
Masters of the U.2

In The Post of Nov. 30 there {s an ar-
ticle by your Bernard Nossiter, under

an Oslo dateline, about the Russian.

submarine excursion into the Norwe-
gian fjord. On paze Al10, column 7,
there is this paracraph:

“If an excrcise had been scheduled
for November in the Socnefjord. the
explanation runs, the Sovict military
would liave been inscensitive to the po-
litical authorities, Tn this view, the Qa.
viet military was not trving to sabo-
tage elsinki, any more than the IPen-
tagon masters of the U-2 were out to
undermine the summit 12 years ago.
The Soviet military machine, it is sug-
gested may have simply becn pursu-
ing business as usual.,”

Mr. Nossiter has his facts wrong.
‘Perhaps he should consult your re-
cently retired Chaliners M. Raberts,
who could tell him the Pentagon held
1o “masters of the U2 In his book,

“The Nuclear Years” (Pmc"el 1970) -
. Mr. Roberts discusses the matter,
. starting on page 43. He makes it ("10211

the U-2 flights were ordered by Presi-
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dent Yisenhower and were directed by o du.oxn
the Central Intelligence Ageney. They
also were carried out by a contlactor‘/ RB < se U Ru e
(Lockheed) who was paid by CIA, tA L0

Another authority who mivht pere
suade Mr, Nossiter is Arthur M, Schle - . P
sinder Jr. In “A Thousand Davs” Po G oW Ve s g e J
(IToughton. Mifflin, 1963). Mr. Schles
singer writes on page 241 of how Riche l/
ard Bissell, CIA’S deputy director for.
operations, “conceived arnd fought
through the plan of U-2 flights mer
the Soviet Union.” 2

Cicarly, Mr, Nossiter's comment. 154
not based on fact. The Defense Departs:
ment used some of the information ob‘
teined by the U-2 and Defense Secres
tary Thomas Gates said so. But to dew
clare, as Mr, Nossiter did, that
“Pentagon masters of the L"-.’Z" Instis
gated or carried out the flights 1s ine

correct.,
CLAUDE WITZE.
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